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Leonard P. Zakim Bunker Hill Bridge Opening to Be Celebrated October 3-6 


The Leonard P. Zakim Bunker Hill 
Bridge will be formally dedicated on 
October 4. Other celebratory events will 
also take place on that day and on Octo- 
ber 3; the bridge will be open to public 
pedestrian traf- 
fic on October 
6. The celebra- 
tion was 
announced at a 
ceremony held 
on the bridge on 
September 18 
and attended by 
governor Jane 
Swift; mayor 
Thomas M. 
Menino; Mas- = 
sachusetts Turn- jem 
pike Authority 
chairman 
Matthew J. 
Amorello; Joyce 
Zakim, wife of 
the late Leonard 
Zakim; state 
representative " y/ 


Gene O'Flaherty The Leonard P. Zakim Bunker Hill Bridge 


of Charlestown; 
and a group of business leaders. 


“The commonwealth of Massachusetts is 
setting a wonderful precedent in naming 
this bridge after Lenny Zakim and the 
citizens who fought at the Battle of 
Bunker Hill,” Governor Swift said. “I am 
proud that we are celebrating the ideals 
of patriotism, freedom, and diversity by 
dedicating this bridge in their honor. 
May this remind us all of the difference 
that one person’s decision to stand up to 
injustice and fight for freedom, respect, 
and diversity can make in the lives of 






others and in the history of our nation.” 


“This celebration,” said Mr. Amorello, 
“will serve as a unique tribute to Lenny 
Zakim and the Bunker Hill patriots. Both 
stood tall in the face of injustice, held 
their ground, 
and fought for 
liberty and 
freedom.” 


The Battle of 
Bunker Hill, 
fought on June 
17, 1775, was 


one of the 


WU lofof important 


early battles in 
4 the Revolu- 
tionary War. 
A British force 
of several 
thousand 
troops met 
400 American 
colonists who 
fought bravely 
to defend 
Charlestown 
and the city of 
Boston. The British won only a narrow 


\\ 


victory, and the battle became a rallying 
point for resistance against Britain. 


Leonard Zakim was the regional director 
of the Anti-Defamation League of New 
England for 20 years and a nationally 
recognized religious leader who devoted 
his life to promoting understanding 
among racial, religious, and ethnic 
groups and securing justice and fair 
treatment for all citizens. He cofounded 
the Team Harmony Foundation, an 
annual program that initiated the largest- 


ever gathering of students of different 
backgrounds to fight bigotry and hatred. 
He also supported the creation of the 
international A World of Difference 
Institute program. 


“Lenny lived by the belief that each of us 
has a moral responsibility to make the 
world a better, more inclusive, and 
respectful place for all people,” said Ms. 
Zakim. “He worked tirelessly to build 
personal bridges between our city’s 
diverse people and neighborhoods. He 
would be so proud to know that this mag- 
nificent structure will stand as a symbol 
of unity, hope, and respect for all Bosto- 
nians.” 


The celebration will begin on October 3 
with a reception at the Museum of 
Science honoring those who oversaw 
the construction of the bridge. On 
October 4 there will be a youth program 
and march, other community events, a 
nondenominational prayer service, and 
a bridge dedication ceremony; for more 
information, visit www.bigdig.com. On 
October 6, a Sunday, in an event like 
the very well-attended one held this past 
Mother’s Day, the bridge will be open to 
public pedestrian traffic from 11:00 A.M. 
to 4:00 P.M. 
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BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES 





BOSTON MPO ACTION ITEMS 


The Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization met 





\ twice in September to act on the recommendations of the 
> a : Transportation Planning and Programming Committee 

. regarding certification documents. On September 12 the 
MPO endorsed both an amendment to the 2002-07 Transportation Improvement 
Program and an addendum to the Boston Region MPO 2000-25 Transportation 
Plan Update. On September 19 the MPO endorsed the Fiscal Year 2003 Unified 
Planning Work Program and Fiscal Years 2003—08 Transportation Improvement 
Program. Final versions of these documents, which were previously available in 
draft form, will be available in October. To request a document, contact the Cen- 
tral Transportation Planning Staff at (617) 973-7100, (617) 973-7089 (TTY), or 


publicinformation@ctps.org. 


TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE 
ACTION ITEMS 


In addition to finalizing the above documents and developing recommendations for 
the MPO regarding their endorsement, the Planning and Programming Committee 
approved a work program on September 12 for the Central Transportation Planning 
Staff to conduct an environmental justice systems-level analysis of the Boston 
region’s highway and transit networks. This analysis will inform the development of 
the next regional transportation plan, which will be completed in September 2003. 


REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL UPDATE 


Members gave Marcy Crowley, outgoing chair, a resounding “Thank you!” for her 
outstanding leadership and many innovations in the working of the Council. The 
newly elected chair is Richard Canale, who served as the Council vice chair for 
2001-02. During the past year he has participated on committees reviewing the 
Regional Transportation Plan Update, Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), 
and Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) and developing the Council’s pro- 
eram. The new vice chair is Phil Hodge. 


In September the Council endorsed both the fiscal year 2003—08 TIP and the fiscal 
year 2003 UPWP. Its comments strongly supported inclusion of the Route 
2A/Arlington and Route 60/Belmont projects and early review of draft TIP criteria. 


In August Charles Norris of Norris & Norris Associates led a discussion of the 
MBTA’s new commuter boat service to the South Shore, and members tried out the 
service. In October Council members will make site visits to the Route 109/West- 
wood project and the Route 128 Add-a-Lane project. 


ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE MBTA UPDATE 


At the September meeting of the Access Advisory Committee to the MBTA, 
Michael Festa of the MBTA’s Design and Construction Department briefed mem- 
bers on plans for upgrading the Fairmount commuter rail line (see the related article 
on page 3). 

October is Disability Awareness Month. On October 24 
AACT will be the first-ever recipient of the Community 
Recognition Award for its long-standing service. AACT 
celebrated 25 years of service to the MBTA and the dis- 
ability community at its September meeting. An anniver- 
sary luncheon will take place in October. The date and 
location are to be announced; the cost for participats will 
be $25 per person. 
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Statewide Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Conference to 
Be Held in October 


The annual statewide bicycle and pedes- 
trian conference will be held on October 
23 and 24 in Worcester. “Moving 


Together 2002” prom- 
ises to be an outstand- 





ing opportunity to 
learn more about how @ *\ { 
to improve conditions 
for bicycling and 
walking in Massachu- 
setts. It is sponsored 
by the Executive Office of Transporta- 
tion and Construction, MassHighway, 
the Governor’s Highway Safety Bureau, 
and the Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health, and is presented by the 
Bay State Roads Program. 


Attending will be professionals from the 
numerous and diverse fields to which 
bicycling and walking issues are perti- 
nent. They will hear the latest on pro- 
erams, projects, and strategies from 
national, state, regional, and local 
experts. The conference’s sessions will 
explore such subjects as “Developing 
Successful Pedestrian Enforcement and 
Education Programs,” “Multimodal 
Project Progress,” “Promoting Physical 
Activity—Out of the Gym and into the 
Community,” and “Marketing Bicycling 
and Walking at the Workplace.” 


The conference will be held at Worces- 
ter’s Crowne Plaza Hotel. Registration 
and advance payment (nonrefundable) 
are required. One-day registration is $30, 
two-day $50. Conference materials, con- 
tinental breakfast, and lunch are 
included. For registration information, 
call the Bay State Roads Program at 
(413) 545-2604 or visit its Web site at 
www.ecs.umass.edu/baystate_roads. The site 
offers a downloadable brochure that 
includes a registration form. 
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Live Radar of Logan Air 
Traffic Offered on Web 


On August 19 Massport began providing 
live radar images of the air traffic over 
Logan Airport on its Web site. This pro- 
eram, called 
Airport 
Monitor, 
offers infor- 
mation once 
available 
only to air- 


nS? 
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lines and air- 
traffic con- 
trollers. It 
color-codes 
arriving, departing, and in-flight planes 
and is updated about every four seconds. 
As a post—September 11 security meas- 
ure, the program works on a 10-minute 
delay. 


“In my first months here at Massport, I 
heard over and over that our neighbors 
want accurate and timely information 
about Logan and its operations, specifi- 
cally over-flight information,” said Craig 
Coy, Massport’s CEO. “Now they have 
it. It’s just the first step in a major over- 
haul of Massport’s noise abatement pro- 
erams. I hope this new system will open 
the door for a more open and honest dia- 
logue between Massport, the airlines, the 
FAA, and nearby airport neighbors.” 


Massport has also made it easier to sub- 
mit complaints about aircraft noise on- 
line. The on-line option supplements 
Massport’s Noise Complaint Line (617- 
20129393). 


“I applaud Massport’s efforts to provide 
the public with timely information,” said 
Boston mayor Thomas M. Menino at a 
preview demonstration of Airport Moni- 
tor. “This creative technology will assist 
those who live within Logan’s flight 
paths, enhancing communication 
between the Port Authority and its 
neighbors.” The demonstration was also 
attended by U.S. Representative Michael 
Capuano. 


Airport Monitor was developed for Mass- 
port by Connecticut-based Megadata 
Corporation. 
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MBTA General Manager Announces Plan for Fairmount 


Line Upgrade 


On August 30 the general manager of the 
Massachusetts Bay Transportation 
Authority, Michael H. Mulhern, 
announced a plan to add more stations 
and service to the Fairmount commuter 
rail line. The line, which is the only 
commuter rail line in the system that 
operates entirely within the city limits of 
Boston, runs through 
the Dorchester and 
Mattapan neighbor- 
hoods. Though those 
neighborhoods have 
high proportions of 
transit-dependent 
residents, the Fair- 
mount Line is con- 
siderably underused, 
because it has few 
station stops. 


The 9.1-mile line 
between South Sta- 
tion and Readville 
currently has three 
intermediate stops: 
Upham ’s Corner, 
Morton Street, and 
Fairmount. Service is 
every half-hour dur- 
ing the morning and 
evening peak peri- 
ods; however, it is 
limited during the 
midday and in the 
evenings, and there is no service on 
weekends. Under the proposed plan, the 
MBTA would improve the line’s four 
existing stations, add four new stations, 
add weekend service, and increase the 
frequency of weekday service. The 
planned locations for the new stations 
are Columbia Road, Four Corners, Talbot 


Avenue, and Blue Hill Avenue. 


“This is the most compelling case for an 
uperade that I’ve seen in a long time,” 
said Mulhern, in response to a report on 
the Fairmount Line prepared for the 
MBTA by a consultant. “I intend on 
really building the necessary support for 
[the project] through the Legislature and 
the Executive Office.” 


Columbia Road 


Four Corners 


Talbot Avenue 





Community support for upgrading the 
line is strong, and Congressman Michael 
Capuano, state Senator Dianne Wilker- 
son, and city Councilor Charles Yancey 
have become staunch supporters of the 
idea. “People are very excited about it,” 
said Marvin Martin, director of the Four 
Corners Action Coalition, a community- 
based economic 
development and 
neighborhood sta- 
bilization organiza- 
tion. “There is a lot 
of relief and satis- 
faction.” 


The Fairmount 
Line operates 
through an area 
that is home to 
more than 163,000 
people. About 29 
percent of them do 
not own a vehicle, 
and that statistic 
rises to about 40 
percent in the area 
between Upham’s 
Corner and Morton 
Street. Because the 
line currently oper- 
ates on a limited 
schedule, many res- 
idents are not even 
aware that trains 
stop in their communities. The MBTA 
will be working to change that as well. 
Said General Manager Mulhern, “We 
need to let people know that train serv- 
ice is available.” 


The Fairmount Line’s service area falls 
mainly between the service areas of the 
Red and Orange lines. Most transit- 
dependent residents rely on buses, some 
of which are the most crowded in the 
MBITA system. That crowding would be 
expected to decrease as a result of the 
upgraded Fairmount Line’s attracting 
more passengers. Ridership on the line 
could be boosted by 150 percent. 


The improvements to the line are 


@ Fairmount Line cont. on p. 6 
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TRAVEL TRENDS 


Historical and Contemporary Traffic Volumes on Boston’s Harbor Crossings 


One of the reasons for building the Cen- 
tral Artery/Tunnel project was to respond 
to the need for serving increasing traffic 
volumes to Logan Airport, North Shore 
communities, and points north. In antici- 
pation of the opening of the connection 


between the Massachusetts Turnpike and 
the Ted Williams Tunnel (TWT) late 


double-deck Artery bridge over the 
Charles River that most travelers over 
the Tobin Bridge also need to use. The 
resulting congestion led to traffic vol- 
umes on the Tobin Bridge immediately 
dropping by about a quarter, to 56,000 
vehicles per day. 


Subsequently, however, Tobin Bridge 


Tobin Bridge Traffic Volumes, 1964-2002 
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this year, and of the northbound under- 
eround Central Artery shortly thereafter, 
it is interesting to review the history of 
traffic across Boston Harbor and the 
Tobin Bridge over the past decades. 
Average weekday daily traffic volumes 
are considered here for the Sumner and 
Callahan tunnels and the Tobin Bridge 
since 1964, and for the TWT since it 
opened at the end of 1995. This analysis 
is based on data maintained by the 
Boston MPO’s Central Transportation 
Planning Staff. 


The chart above shows traffic volumes on 
the Tobin Bridge since 1964. Traffic on 
that facility grew slowly during the ’60s 
and early ’70s, from about 68,000 vehicles 
daily in 1964 to 77,000 in 1972, the peak 
year before I-93 was completed north 
from the Central Artery to Somerville in 
1973. The completion of that highway 
segment brought more traffic to the 
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traffic volumes had a period of steady 
erowth, reaching about 95,000 vehicles 
daily in 1988, the last year before Central 
Artery North Area (CANA) construc- 
tion in Charlestown again confronted 
users of the bridge with slowdowns in 
their trips to and from downtown Boston. 
This brought about another significant 
drop in traffic volumes across the bridge. 
Since the early 1990s, Tobin Bridge traf- 
fic volumes have increased and decreased 
marginally as construction proceeded, first 
on the CANA project and then on the 
Central Artery/Tunnel project. 


In the Sumner and Callahan tunnels, as 
shown in the figure below, there has been 
steady traffic growth until recent years. 
The Sumner Tunnel, opened in 1934, 
and the Callahan Tunnel, opened in 
1961, were the first two tunnels built 
under Boston Harbor. Between 1964 and 
1968 there was rapid growth in tunnel 
traffic, as travelers continued to respond 
to the new harbor crossing capacity that 
had been provided by the opening of the 
Callahan Tunnel. After that time, the 
combined tunnels saw a steady increase in 
traffic until 1990. The 100,000 vehicles 


daily traversing the tunnels in that year 


M@ Harbor Crossings cont. on p. 5 


Sumner and Callahan Tunnels Traffic Volumes, 1964-2002 
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New Bedford/Fall River Rail Line Receives Environmental OK 


On August 30 the 
state’s Executive Office 
of Environmental 
Affairs (EOEA) granted 
its approval to a pro- 
posed commuter rail 
extension that would link the cities of 
New Bedford and Fall River with down- 
town Boston. EOEA secretary Robert 
Durand gave an environmental green 
light to the Massachusetts Bay Trans- 
portation Authority’s proposal to run the 
line via a right-of-way that passes 
through the 
6,000-acre 


Hockomock 


Canton Jct.Q 


Swamp, which O Sharon 
was designated 
an Area of 
Critical Envi- 
ronmental 
Concern O Mansfield 


(ACEC) by the 


state a decade 


RayhnamQ 


ago after a 
dozen rare 
species of 
plants and ani- 
mals were dis- 
covered there. 


The alignment 
of the proposed 


© Canton Cir. 


OQ Stoughton 


ON: Easton 


Taunton Q 


E;,TauntonQ 





the existing Attleboro line instead of the 
Stoughton line, and thus bypass the 
Hockomock. 


In 1999, after the draft environmental 
impact report had identified the route via 
Stoughton as the preferred alternative, 
Secretary Durand ordered that the route 
via Attleboro be given further study, 
along with three other alternatives. In 
the August 30 certificate, the secretary 
states that the additional analysis con- 
firmed that “the Stoughton alignment 
was the sole feasi- 
ble alternative for 


© Holbrook/ rail service, given 


Randolph 
oe the need to pro- 
tect capacity for 


high-speed rail 


© Montello 


t) Brockton service between 


Boston and New 
York on the 
Attleboro Line.” 
Secretary Durand 


cited an EOEA 


report reviewing 


Q Campello 


Hockomock 


© Bridge- 
Swamp 


water 


Logan Airport 
that underscored 
the environmental 
urgency of main- 


Middleboro/ ar 
Lakeville taining high- 
speed rail as an 


alternative to air 


extension fol- travel. 
lows a rail Precio’ 
Peak While the envi- 
Clee OlaNay ronmental 
used by the Old approval is one 
— ie step in bringing 
etween the 
1840s and 1958 A eureics: the project closer 
to construction, 
that runs ek additional permits 
— ; must be obtained. 
toughton, Eas- 
ton, Raynham Proposed alignment for the New Bedford/Fall PEO Ane . 
saa aaaeon River commuter rail line approval did not 


and then forks to go to New Bedford on the 
one hand and Fall River via Freetown on the 
other. Some environmentalists fear that 
reviving this right-of-way would negatively 
affect animal and plant life in the 
Hockomock Swamp, which is located 
in Easton and Raynham. They have 
advocated that the route branch from 
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come without 
conditions. Because the Hockomock 
Swamp is an ACEC, the secretary 
required that a two-mile-long trestle 
carry the line through the heart of the 
swamp so that animals will continue to 
have access over the existing at-grade 
embankment that carried the line 
through the swamp previously. In 


addition to the trestle, the secretary 
required that a task force be created to 
analyze potential growth problems in 
communities near the rail line and that 
construction equipment and locomotives 
use pollution-trapping filters and ultra- 
low-sulphur diesel fuel. 


“This project has become very real,” said 
MBTA general manager Michael H. 
Mulhern. “Keep in mind that we’re out 
there with the 2007 completion date, so 
if ’m going to meet the commitment, we 
have to get busy.” The line would pro- 
vide 16 daily round-trips to New Bedford 
and Fall River, and ridership is projected 
to be 4,280 daily inbound riders. 


For more information on this project, 
visit the MBTA’s Design and Construction 
page at www.mbta.com. To read Secretary 
Durand’s certificate approving the plan, 
visit www.state.ma.us/envir/mepa. 


@ Harbor Crossings cont. from p. 4 


were more than double the number in 
1964. Traffic peaked at 101,000 vehicles 
per day in 1994. 


Since the opening of the TWT in 
December 1995, traffic in the Sumner 
and Callahan tunnels has decreased dra- 
matically, its current level being 75,000 
vehicles per day. This is approximately 
the same traffic volume that these tunnels 
carried in 1975, more than 25 years ago. 
Daily traffic volumes in the TWT, how- 
ever, have grown from nothing before 
1995 to approximately 32,000 vehicles 
today. Overall, the daily traffic volumes 
in the three tunnels under Boston Harbor 
are about 7,000 vehicles higher than they 
were in 1995. 


Both the connecting of the Massachusetts 
Turnpike with the TWT and the opening 
of the northbound underground Artery 
will significantly enhance accessibility to 
harbor crossing highway capacity. It will 
be interesting to see what the traffic 
impacts will be, both as an immediate 
response to changes in highway geometry 
and over a longer period of time. 
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MEETING CALENDAR 





The public is welcome to attend the following 


transportation-related meetings this month. A photo 


ID is usually required for access to meeting 
locations. 


AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING, 


10 PARK PLAZA, BOSTON 
Tuesday, October 1 


Access Advisory Committee 12:00 P.M. 
to the MBTA (AACT) 
Conference Room 2/3 
Thursday, October 3 
Boston MPO Transportation 10:00 A.M. 


Planning and Programming 
Committee: Work Session on Regional 
Transportation Plan 


MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150 


Tuesday, October 8 
MBTA Urban Ring Meeting 


Conference Room 2/3 


Wednesday, October 9 
Regional Transportation 
Advisory Council 

Conference Room 1 


Thursday, October 10 
MBTA Board of Directors 
MBTA Boardroom, Suite 3910 


Thursday, October 17 
Boston MPO Transportation 
Planning and Programming 
Committee 


MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150 


AT OTHER BOSTON-REGION LOCATIONS 


Tuesday, October 1 
Roxbury Workshop 
New Charles River Basin Meeting 
One Ashburton Place, 21st Floor, Boston 


Wednesday, October 2 


Central Artery Community 
Meeting — Chinatown 
Neighborhood Council 


St. James Church 


125 Harrison Avenue, Boston 


Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization 
State Transportation Building 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150 

Boston, MA 02116 


4:00 P.M. 


3:00 P.M. 


1:00 P.M. 


10:00 A.M. 


4:00 P.M. 


6:00 P.M. 


Thursday, October 3 


Access Advisory Committee 


to the MBTA (AACT) 
Quincy City Hall 
1305 Hancock Street, Quincy 
Tuesday, October 8 


Access Advisory Committee 

to the MBTA (AACT) 
Framingham Town Hall 
150 Concord Street, Framingham 


2:00 P.M. 


2:00 P.M. 


Wednesday, October 9 


Access Advisory Committee 
to the MBTA (AACT) 
Norwood Civic Center 
566 Washington Street, Norwood 


2:00 P.M. 


Thursday, October 10 


Access Advisory Committee 


to the MBTA (AACT) 


Lynn commuter rail station, 


MBTA Conference Room T102, Lynn 


2:00 P.M. 


Thursday, October 17 


Access Advisory Committee 


to the MBTA (AACT) 


Cambridge City Hall 
795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge 


2:00 P.M. 


Monday, October 21 


Central Artery Community 
Meeting — Chinatown 
Neighborhood Council 


St. James Church 
125 Harrison Avenue, Boston 
Tuesday, October 22 


Central Artery Community 
Meeting — North End 

Nazarro Community Center 

30 North Bennett Street, Boston 


6:00 P.M. 


5:30 P.M. 


Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please 
call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation. Additional 
transportation meetings open to the public are listed on 
the Boston MPO Web site, at www.bostonmpo.org. 


@ Fairmount Line cont. from p. 3 


expected to cost in the vicinity of $70 
million. The MBTA has committed to 
finding approximately half of the money 
in the agency’s budget and hopes the 
remainder can come from outside 
sources. 


The public is invited to attend an Octo- 
ber 3 work session of the Boston MPO’s 
Transportation Planning and Program- 
ming Committee at which there will be a 
presentation on the Fairmount Line 
upgrade. Details are provided in the cal- 
endar at left. 
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